SERVICES

ABOUT US

CONTACT

EARTHING AND LIGHTNING
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION

Welcome to

ELPA NEWS
We bring you the latest news and updates on events in the
Earthing & Lightning Protection Industry.

READ MORE

Why join ELPA?
The Earthing and Lightning Protection Association (ELPA) has been
formed to bring the industry together, to protect the consumer and to
establish a uniform interpretation of the codes of practice by aligning
the codes of practice in regulations, standards and legislation to
effective protection of lives and property. To ensure that the industry
has a recognisable framework within which to operate.

We do...
Form an important addition to the safety standard
in the South African Lightning Protection Industry.
Offer certification of qualified designers, installers
and inspectors.
Support tertiary education through coordination to
develop training apprenticeship at all levels.
Support Architects, Structural, Consulting and
Electrical Engineers through their representative
bodies.

JOIN US

Our Services

CERTIFICATION

RECORD KEEPING

MEMBERSHIP

EVENTS

- To Installers, Designers and
Inspectors

- All ELPA Member exams

- Five levels of Membership

Board of Directors meeting
30 July - 1 Aug 2019

- Free Industrial Safety Review
formats for Installers and
Designers

- Reduced Training Fees

- For SETA/SAQA/QCTO
registration
- For Installations with ISR and
Maintenance Report of
SANS 10142

- Industrial Safety Reviews
- Drawings

- Reduced Training Manual fees

ELPA/AREP seminar
Cape Town - 14 Aug 2019
JHB - 20 Aug 2019

- Weekly Newsletter
- Reduced Advertising rates

Nigeria Lightning Seminar
Date TBC
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LETTER FROM NATIONAL DIRECTOR
BALLITO - Richard Evert shares with you his
views and events taking place since he took
over the role of National Director.
Read more

INTRODUCING THE ELPA BOARD OF
DIRECTOR
We are proud to announce our new Board of
Directors - with our first meeting taking place
on 30 & 31 July 2019. Read more
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TERRIFYING VIDEO CAPTURES A
LIGHTNING BOLT STRIKING A BOAT IN THE
US
A video shows lightning striking the mast of
a sailboat named Perseverance in Boston on
recently. Read more

DOWNTOWN IDAHO FALLS BUILDING
STRUCK BY LIGHTNING
IDAHO FALLS — The ARTitorium on Broadway
building in downtown Idaho Falls was struck
by lightning Saturday evening, according to
multiple witnesses. Read more

Upcoming Events

30 ELPA Board of
JUL Directors Meeting
This 2 day meeting will be the first sitting of the
new Board of Directors. We have an extensive
agenda to work through and will announce
to members the election of our Executive
Committee, Chairman, SecretaryandTreasurer
after voting. The Board of Directors are:

READ MORE

14 Earthing & Lightning
AUG Seminar - CT
AREP (Association for Renewable Energy
Practitioners) and ELPA (Earthing Lightning
Protection Association) will be hosting two,
1-day seminars covering Earthing, Lightning
and Surge Protection for Solar PV systems.

20 Earthing & Lightning
AUG Seminar - JHB
This Earthing & Lightning Seminar is aimed
at informing stakeholders, system designers,
contractors, consultants and other interested
parties on the topic of Earthing, Lightning and
Surge Protection for Solar PV Plants.

READ MORE

FROM THE NATONAL DIRECTOR
Good day ELPA Member companies,

that we will endeavour to move heaven and earth to achieve goals
that we believe in. Often over-extending ourselves in the process and

A lot has happened since June 2017 and even more has transpired

applying “square pegs in round holes” resulting in non-ideal marriages

in the last 6 years with the inspiration of people wanting to get more

of relationship.

out of the industry by getting more involved. I reviewed minutes of a
meeting of the founders of ELPA in 2015, more than two years before

And it is here where we find ourselves in July 2019.

the official launch of ELPA at Wits University in June 2017.

Since taking over as National Director of ELPA in June 2018, I have
made it my mission to activate the technical media in our country to

In the minutes of the meeting on 8th May 2015 at the ECB offices in

carry our message to the masses.

Pretoria, section 3 (Proposals) item 3.3 read: “The name “Earthing and
Lightning Protection Association”, for the association was proposed.”

People do not need to die when lightning occurs, and properties do

Richard Evert

not need to get damaged when due diligence is applied. The only way
The concept of an ‘Association’ was preferred allowing for a voluntary

to know if we are competent in our industry is when lightning occurs.

membership, and “is less prescriptive and will bring unification of the
codes of practice”.

consulting engineers, scholars, young adults, parents, leaders
South Africa has more than its fair share of lightning, and South Africans

and governance bodies.

cannot rest on their laurels. In an interview with Sparks Electrical News
With the launch of ELPA in June 2017, the razzmatazz went hand-in-

in September 2018, I was asked: “What challenges is the lightning

Two points:

hand with weekly and monthly behind-the-scenes meetings trying to

protection industry currently facing?” “Ignorance is our enemy and

1. I urge you, our valued member, to circulate the ELPA News

set up a foundation to launch ELPA.

arrogance its ally”.

to those you deem benefiting by our news.
2. Please feel free to send any news stories you want to see

Turning the vision into reality has been a tough job requiring

So to that end, I want to welcome you as a reader to our new ELPA

perseverance, overcoming many obstacles not anticipated. Not least

newsletter, which will be circulated to members weekly.

of which is the human dynamic that makes us all very different and

featured in the newsletter to us.
3. To join our newsletter or send us news email us on
info@elpasa.org.za.

yet very much alike. Often in a voluntary organisation, the resources

I am very excited to be able to announce this new venture to increase

available are the most passionate and their talents may not be ideal for

awareness in the industry, amongst property owners and developers,

Herewith our very first ELPA NEWS -

the job at hand. But such is the nature of our passion as human beings

insurance, the mining industry, municipalities, factories, architects,

happy reading!
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